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FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5211 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 2 OF 2 VIENTIANE 5525 

7. COMMENT. THE GENERAL AUSTERITY OF THE EVENT 
AND THE HARASSING OF JUDGES IN THE KING'S PRESENCE 
APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN DESIGNED BY THE LPF TO LOWER 
THE KING'S STATUS. GIVEN THE SECURITY APPARATUS 
THE LPF MUST HAVE IN LUANG PRABANG, WHICH CERTAINLY 
COULD HAVE PREVENTED THE PROTEST FROM TAKING THE 
FORM IT DID, AND THE MANIFEST FAILURE OF THE POLICE, 
AMONG WHOM THE PATHET LAO PREDOMINATED, TO MAKE ANY 
REAL EFFORT TO PREVENT THE ENTRY OF THE "PROTESTORS" 
INTO THE ROYAL ENCLOSURE, IT IS APPARENT THAT THE 
"PROTEST" HAD AT LEAST THE LPF'S TACIT APPROVAL. 

SUCH LESE MAJESTE WOULD HAVE BEEN UNTHINKABLE IN 
PREVIOUS YEARS. HOWEVER, IN THE "NEW CONJUNCTURE" 

EVEN THE "MASTER OF LIFE" IS NOT IMMUNE TO PUBLIC 
SIGNS OF DISRESPECT. IT IS, OF COURSE, DIFFICULT 
TO SEE HOW THE KING COULD FIT INTO THE LPF'S 
LONG-RANGE PLANS FOR LAOS. THE EVENTS DURING THIS 
BOAT RACE FESTIVAL INDICATE THAT THE LPF HAS ALREADY 
STARTED ITS PROGRAM FOR REDUCING THE KING'S POSITION 
TO A LEVEL WHICH SOME DAY WILL MAKE HIS OUSTER AND 
THE END OF THE MONARCHY APPEAR LOGICAL AND INEVITABLE 
AND "THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE." 
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